are not official drugs, though they are largely used and destined I believe to come into still more extended use as external applications; they are of considerable importance from a therapeutical point of view; and there is a good deal of confusion prevalent as to their nature and properties.
Various methods are adopted for obtaining these oleates. 1. The method by solution, in which the ^alkaloids and metallic oxides are simply dissolved in oleic acid. This is a process which is very commonly adopted at the present time, but is not that which is most to be recommended, as Finally, I would say that I believe these oleates are destined to play an important part in therapeutics, more particularly in the treatment of diseases of the skin. In ordering the pure chemically true oleate, it is advisable to put in the prescription the word "precipitated" in brackets after the name of the particular oleate ; and to direct the preparation to be made by heat, thus ensuring that the oleate shall be dissolved in the fatty vehicle.
